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The profile of the typical Hope 
student’s gender, home state and 
ethnic and religious background 
indicate the college’s steps to 
increase diversity are definitely 
needed.  
The profile below is based on 
enrollment data from the 2010-
2011 academic year and fall 2011. 
The percentages represent the 
portion of the total student body 
that shares that demographic. 
Average Hope Student 
Profile:
Sex: Female (61 percent)
Home state: Michigan (68.8 
percent)
Ethnic background: White 
non-Hispanic (88.1 percent)
Average GPA: 3.32
Dean’s list status: (51.5 
percent)
Major division: Social 
sciences (39.0 percent)
Major:  Psychology (7.1 
percent)
Religion: The Reformed 
Church of America/ Christian 
Reformed (18.9 percent) Roman 
Catholic (16.0 percent)
Anyone surprised? 
“I guess they (the average 
student) would be female, umm, 
because everyone always jokes 
about how there are no guys 
around,” said Tara Hoover 
(’15). 
Hope’s male-to-female ratio 
is 39 percent to 61 percent for 
the entire fall 2011 student 
body. While the freshmen 
women  are suffering a 38 
percent to 62 percent male-to-
female ratio, the senior women 
have to overcome a ratio of 36 
percent to 64 percent. 
Along with the unbalanced 
male-to-female ratio, this fall 
there are a whopping 2,217 
students from Michigan out 
of the total 3,249. With 68.8 
percent of Hope students from 
Michigan, this statistic has 
decreased over the past decade 
from 77.5 percent in 2000. 
The second and third states 
that are most represented in the 
current student body are Illinois 
with 407 and Indiana with 104 
students. 
There are 33 countries 
represented as well: China tops 
the list with 18 students.
A total 88.1 percent of the 
student body is of a non-Hispanic 
white ethnic background. No 
other ethnic group even hits the 
5 percent mark. 
Hope College has been 
focusing efforts to increase the 
diversity of the student body. 
 “We are working hard to 
support the work of admissions 
to reach out to diverse students” 
said Vanessa Greene, director of 
multicultural education. 
While Hope is working to 
increase its ethnic diversity, 
there is good news. Hope 
College students are getting 
smarter. The average GPA is at 
a high of 3.32 up from a 2.90 in 
1979; consequently, more than 
half of the student body is on 
the dean’s list (51.5 percent).
This is the first year in the 
last three decades that Hope 
has achieved or surpassed this 
50 percent milestone. 
So what are students 
studying? 
A total of 1,251 students 
are majoring in the social 
sciences which include 
accounting, communication, 
economics, education, 
exercise science, international 
studies, management, political 
science, psychology, sociology 
and women’s studies. 
The next largest division is 
natural sciences with a total of 
596 students (23.6 percent).  
Finally, it is not a surprise 
to find Hope College 
overwhelmingly Christian. 
Despite denoting 11 different 
Christian denominations the 
largest category was “Other 
Christian” with 743 students or 
22.8 percent. 
The largest single  denoted 
religion was Roman Catholic at 
16 percent. 
The Reformed Church of 
America, which founded Hope 
College, came in second at 12.3 
percent. Christian Reformed 
ranked fourth with 6.3 percent 
after Methodist with 6.4 
percent. When combined, the 
Reformed Church of America 
and Christian Reformed still top 
the list.
Students and faculty continue 
to work together to increase 
campus diversity. 
“Part of our goal is building an 
inclusive environment,” Greene 
said. In some ways the efforts 
have been a success. 
“As much as a social life 
is concerned, I feel like I’m 
represented,” said Isikah Mwee 
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Art Prize overtakes 
Grand Rapids
Third annual art competition 




The Flying Dutch blank Albion 5-0  in conference 
play.
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Freshmen upset sophomores in 114th Pull
The Pull is one of Hope’s 
most beloved and time-
honored traditions. The 
weeks leading up to Pull 
day are filled with intense 
training, grueling physical 
labor, chanting, bonding, 
and most importantly, 
teamwork. 
Thought to be the 
oldest college tradition 
in the United States, the 
first documented Pull was 
held in 1898. Each team 
consists of 18 freshman or 
sophomore men as pullers, 
with a female moraler for 
each one. 
Upperclassmen two 
years older than the 
pullers on their respective 
teams coach them through 
training and at the Pull.
On the day of Pull, the 
pullers get into their pits, 
heave, haul and use every 
ounce of strength they 
have to pull as much rope 
as possible to their side of 
the Black River. Whichever 
team has gained the most 
rope after three hours is 
declared the victor. 
This year’s victor was 
the class of 2015. Their joy 
was apparent as they took 
a celebratory dip in the 
Black River immediately 
following the Pull’s end. 
Ian “Addiction” Nyberg 
(’15) said he “never worked 
harder in my whole life and 
never been so rewarded. “
Odd year coach Tom 
“Brute” Gable (’13) said the 
freshman team “exceeded 
all of our expectations” and 
that “we as coaches couldn’t 
have been prouder of the 
effort and determination 
that our team showed.” 
Although they lost, 
the even year team still 
found the Pull to be an 
unforgettable experience 
and were proud of their 
efforts. 
“Obviously I would have 
loved to win, but regardless, 
I have no regrets about our 
season. It is incredible to 
be a part of such a unique 
tradition,” says even year 
coach Ryan “Cat Scratch 
Fever” VerMeer (’12). 
Carolyn Wermuth
Guest Writer
Typical Hope student is female, white, Christian Michigander 
Katherine Maguire
Guest Writer
see PULL, Page 2
BeloveD tRADition — After three hours, odd year was declared victorious Saturday in the 114th an-
nual Pull. odd year had an advantage of over 38 feet.
Photo by Danielle Mikhail
Part of our goal is building 
an inclusive environment.
—Vanessa Greene
   Director, Multicutural  
   eDucation
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This Week aT hope
Wednesday          Oct. 5 
Nykerk Women’s Rally
9 p.m., Knickerbocker. Come see what 
Nykerk is all about at the official kick-
off to Nykerk season!
Critical Issues Symposium
“Exploring Islam”
Friday         Oct. 7 
Fall Recess begins 
6 p.m.




Exploring a christian 
amErica
 Dr. Glenn Moots of Northwood 
University will lecture on the 
topic “Is there such a thing as a 
Christian America?” The talk 
will take place Thursday, Oct. 6 
at 4 p.m. in the Fried-Hemenway 
Auditorium in the Martha Miller 
Center. The public is invited 
to this event and admission is 
free. The central themes for 
this discussion include whether 
America is currently a Christian 
nation, if it ever was one, and if it 
will be in the future. 
the AnchOr
steps2success program introduces 
underrepresented students to college
The class of 2015 began 
the fall semester with an 
exciting new start. The Office 
of Multicultural Education 
partnered with Student Life and 
Campus Ministries to pilot a 
program called Step2Success. 
The program assists ethnically 
underrepresented first-year 
students in adapting to Hope’s 
environment and gaining a 
bountiful supply of resources, as 
well as networks and expanding 
cross-cultural friendships. 
“Often students from diverse 
backgrounds at Hope may require 
a different approach to transition 
to a new environment to make 
them feel a part of Hope” said 
Latoya Gates, assistant director 
of multicultural education. 
Twenty-six incoming 
freshmen and their parents 
arrived on campus one day 
early and were greeted with a 
warm welcome from various 
student leaders, professors, 
administrators and Parents 
Council representatives. 
Activities included a dinner, 
a tour of downtown Holland, 
a luncheon and a dessert 
reception. 
During each event, 
presentations gave students and 
their parents an introduction to 
the academic rigor of the college 
and resources to assist them 
in their acclimation to Hope 
in order to prepare them to 
succeed in their college careers 
and endeavors.
Students also joined together 
for an evening of community 
building.  
“Step2Success is a great jump-
off point for students in their first 
year to build a connection with 
other students and professors, 
as well as learn about OME and 
other organizations on campus” 
said participant Alyzza Guzman 
(’15). 
She enjoyed her experience 
so much that next year she plans 
to assist in the Step2Success 
planning process. 
Multiple groups on campus 
brainstormed and created the 
idea of Step2Success including 
the Office of Multicultural 
Education, Student  Development 
and Campus Ministries. 
Also contributing 
significantly to the program’s 
success were the Multicultural 
Affairs Committee, student 
leaders and representatives of 
the Parents Council.  
Vanessa Greene, multicultural 
education director, said monthly 
programs with a focus on social 
adjustment, academic and career 
access, student/faculty networks 
and cultural enrichment will 
provide continued support to 
students who participated in 
Step2Success.
There has been strong support 
to continue Step2Success in the 
coming years. 
Ellen Awad, director of Student 
Life said it best: “Step2Success is 
a way to success.”
La’Shawn Donelson
Guest Writer
“The team and I put a lot 
of effort into training for the 
Pull and we all worked hard, 
even though we lost,” Even year 
puller Chris “Geek Chic” Davis 
(’14) said.
The even year and odd year 
team members interviewed all 
agree that their biggest gain 
from the whole experience is 
the close bond they made with 
their teammates, who have 
become like a family to them 
now. 
Bekah “Cap’n Crunch” 
Eskandani (’14), an even year 
moraler, said that she has 
“gained thirty-nine brothers 
and sisters that I know I will 
have for the rest of my life, no 
matter what…I have just gained 
so much love for them.” 
Similarly, VerMeer said it’s 
“amazing to be part of such a 
close family. We all go through 
so much together in those three 
weeks.” In the end, it all comes 
down to the teamwork and 
brotherhood both teams share. 
Odd year coach Gable (’13) 
puts it best: “When it comes 
down to it, Pull is not about 
winning or losing. It is about 
the people you meet and the 
friendships you make, and 
when everyone, both even and 
odd year, looks back on Pull 
it will be the memories of the 
friendships they made that they 
remember.”
Step2Success is a 
great jump-off point 
for students in their 
first year to build 
a connection with 
other students and 
professors.
— AlyzzA GuzmAn
student PArticiPAnt Pull teams reflect on 114th 
competition, friendships
w PULL, from page 1
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Kiril Rashkov, also known 
as “King Kiro,” was detained by 
the government of Bulgaria on 
charges of threatening to com-
mit murder. Rashkov is the lead-
er of the local Roma, a margin-
alized Eastern European people 
commonly known as Gypsies.
The New York Times refers 
to Kiril Rashkov  as a “supposed 
crime boss.” When Bulgaria 
was still under communist con-
trol he was convicted on sev-
eral occasions for illegal gold 
transactions and foreign ex-
changes. He is also the found-
er of a Roma political party.
The BBC reports that a van 
containing relatives of Rashkov 
ran over and killed a young man 
in the southern village of Ka-
tunitsa on Sept. 24, leading to the 
local leader’s arrest. In response 
to the death, a mob of approxi-
mately 2,000 individuals attacked 
three homes owned by Rashkov.
The incident exacerbated 
already heightened ethnic tensions in Bulgaria, lead-
ing to similar anti-Roma demonstrations in 20 Bul-
garian cities, including Sofia, the capital, in the 
past two weeks. Many Roma neighborhoods were 
able to prepare to defend themselves before the at-
tacks hit because of rumors spread via the internet.
Bulgaria’s chief national prosecutor Boris Velchev 
has ordered the immediate arrest demonstrators for 
“inciting ethnic hatreds.” Those prosecuted for this 
crime could be punished with fines up to €15,000 
or up to six years in prison. More than 160 people 
have been arrested since the unrest began, but most 
have been charged with possession of weapons.
Ethnic violence in Bulgaria is thought to be linked with 
the fact that it is the poorest country in the EU during a 
global economic recession. A similarly widespread rash of 
violence occurred in 1997 when the nation was undergoing 
hyperinflation and an economic crisis, the BBC reports.
Bulgarian President Georgi S. Parvanov and Prime 
Minister Boyko M. Borisov are normally political ri-
vals, but they visited Katunitsa together in the wake of 
the killing and riot. The New York 
Times reports that Borisov told 
a meeting of government minis-
ters that “Ethnic peace is the only 
way to guarantee Bulgaria’s pros-
perity. Every other action guar-
antees the failure of the country 
and falling into deep isolation.”
However, Borisov maintains that 
the disturbance in Katunitsa was 
caused by crime and not ethnic 
tensions. Krasimir Kunev, presi-
dent of a human rights organiza-
tion called the Bulgarian Helsinki 
Committee, told the BBC that 
Bulgaria has a long history of ram-
pant organized crime and the gov-
ernment has continually failed to 
bring local crime bosses to justice.
“It has always been very high,” 
Kunev said, referring to anti-Roma 
feelings. “In such an atmosphere, 
there should be no surprise that you 
have so many young people march-
ing on the streets, shouting racist 
slogans and destroying property.”
The Roma population is con-
centrated in Southern and Eastern 
Europe but they live across the con-
tinent, everywhere experiencing 
poverty, lack of education, and discrimination. Last year 
the EU censured France for deporting Roma to Roma-
nia and Bulgaria. Then in April the EU requested that its 
member states draw up plans to increase the standard of 
living for Roma within their borders by the end of the year.
Unfortunately for the Roma, actions on their 
behalf by the EU and the Bulgarian govern-
ment have proven largely ineffective thus far.
In an address to the nation, King Abdullah of Saudi 
Arabia granted women the right to vote and run for 
political office in municipal elections, marking the first 
advancement for women’s rights in the country in de-
cades. The royal decree, which 
will be effective in the next 
political election in 2015, is 
seen by many as a step in the 
right direction for a coun-
try that has had a notoriously 
abysmal human rights record.
During the address, King 
Abdullah said, “We refuse to 
marginalize the role of  women 
in Saudi society,” a statement that 
some believe will begin a new era 
for the country of addressing women’s rights more directly.
However, many critics believe that this is not enough, 
with political councils and advocacy groups such as Am-
nesty International calling for more action to be taken im-
mediately. “Why not tomorrow?” said Saudi Arabian fem-
inist Wajeha al-Hawaidar in a statement to the Associated 
Press. “I think the king doesn’t want to shake our country, 
but look around us and we think it’s a shame… when we 
are still pondering how to meet simple women’s rights.”
Despite transitioning toward a more democratic na-
tion under King Abdullah’s rule, Saudi Arabia remains, 
for the most part, an absolute monarchy with only three 
elections having taken place in the country’s history.
Estimates of the men who voted in the election that 
took place in Septem-
ber range from 5 to 10 
percent of the country’s 
population, a statistic 
that alludes to the dis-
satisfaction and frus-
trations that many have 
had with the political 
system that has been 
put in place by the king.
In the last election 
men were able to vote to fill 150 seats 
on municipal councils, with the remain-
der being filled by the government.
“By the end of the day you are elect-
ing individuals with no mandate and it’s just municipal 
councils. We are ready to elect people in the Parliament,” 
said Mohammed Fahad Al-Qahtani, the head of the Sau-
di Civil and Political Rights Association, a political activ-
ist group that called for a boycott of the past election.
This historic decree has also shed light on the 
long and arduous struggle for women’s rights in 
Saudi Arabia, with the true issue seeming to be sex-
ist attitudes and the fiercely conservative monarchy.
Women in the country are placed under the care of 
a male guardian, are not allowed to drive, and forbid-
den from pursuing the vast 
majority of job opportunities. 
By law, women are also not al-
lowed to show their faces in 
public and are not able to trav-
el without a male chaperone. 
However, most people 
view this as a well-won vic-
tory while hoping that it 
marks a shift towards a more 
equal and well-represented 
country. “I haven’t been able 
to take my breath…we’re so 
excited,” said Hatoon Al-Fas-
si, a university professor and 
activist. “We believe it’s the response to our demands, 
the first step in our long struggle to get our rights.”
Saudi women granted the right to vote 
Peter Frost
Guest Writer
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Roma leader arrest heightens ethnic tensions 
Cory Lakatos
World Co-editor
Photo Courtesy of the AssoCiAted Press
Anti-RomA PRotests— members of Ataka, a Bulgarian nationalist party, shouted anti-
Roma slogans at a protest in Sofia on Oct. 1. This banner reads “To get Bulgaria back.” 
Conservative Christians mingle with Chicago gay community
Anneliese Goetz
World Co-editor
Andrew Marin went from a homophobic, religiously 
conservative man, to an advocate for a civil, productive 
relationship between reluctant Christians and the skep-
tic gay community. His aim is to build a safe, trusting 
space between the two groups to facilitate conversation.
Marin’s 10-year journey began when three of his 
close childhood friends each individually told him 
that they were gay. His initial reaction was to cut all 
ties with them. He felt that there was no way to recon-
cile his faith with their confessions. Then he began to 
feel that God was calling him to reconnect with them, 
so he decided to reach out and try to heal the breach.
 This experience led him to believe that “too many 
Christians don’t understand the complexity of the small 
number of Bible verses that mention homosexuality.” He 
said that the flip side of this is that members of the gay 
community dismiss Christianity without giving it a fair 
chance. Shortly after reconnecting with his friends, he 
moved into Boystown, Chicago’s designated neighbor-
hood for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals. 
In an interview with the BBC, he stated “For 
the first three years, everybody just called me 
Straighty Straighterson -- I was literally the only 
straight male who continued to go to everything.”
At first the transition was difficult for Marin. In 
the initial years he wrestled with the lifestyle of the 
openly gay community he was living in and his theo-
logical beliefs. He would go to the neighborhood’s 
gay bars and clubs, and have to repress the urge to 
tell people: “You’re wrong and you need to change.”
He recognizes that some Christians will always ad-
here to the hope of “curing” gays, but he took a different 
approach for himself. He decided to be an open-minded 
Christian presence, which had some interesting results.
see CHICAGO, pAGe 4
To begin with, curious members of the gay community 
began to approach him on issues concerning spirituality.
“People would start talking to me about 
God and church and the Bible – people would 
just bring their questions to me,” he said.
This was when Marin realized that there was a 
drive in the gay community to engage with the Chris-
tian faith. His informal conversations blossomed into 
an organization that now spans the United States.
Marin organizes events that bring together all sorts of 
people with all sorts of beliefs in order to have civilized 
discussions about spirituality and sexuality.  Roughly four 
times a year, Roscoe’s, one of American’s best known gay-
bars, hosts these large meetings. Other events include 
his “Living in the Tension” gatherings, where people 
are welcome to share their stories and experiences and 
come to a better understanding of their faith and self. 
Marin says, “What we try and do is help the person 
live the most faithful, God-honoring life that they can.” 
Marin has come under some criticism for failing to define 
his organization’s stance on Christianity and sexuality.
While Marin’s Foundation has its crit-
ics, frustrating both conservative and pro-
gressive Christians, it also has its supporters.
Professor Mark Jordan, a theologian at Harvard Uni-
versity, says, “My hope is that I would be willing to kneel 
at a communion table with my bitterest enemy in these 
debates. … There comes a moment when you have to shut 
up – you have to silence your angry conversation and 
submit yourselves in some way to the judgment of God.”
World OctOber 5, 20114 the AnchOr
Just as he has done several times in the 
past, the Iranian President Mohamoud 
Ahmadinejad has once again delivered 
an anti-Western speech, resulting in 
the walkout of delegates in the United 
Nation General Assembly. His speech 
was directed to several Western nations 
and then to Israel, which rendered 
inevitable the large-scale walkout 
lead by the United States delegate.
The delegation of Israel, however, 
was not present during the speech, 
most likely refraining from attending 
on purpose based on Ahmadinejad’s 
record of anti-Semitic rhetoric.
In 2009, many delegates left the 
room when Ahmadinejad pronounced 
Israel to be a “racist regime.” In 2010, 
he accused the United States of being 
involved in the 9-11 terrorist attacks. 
This time around he blamed the Western 
countries for the economic recession 
and at the same time raised a sensitive 
issue for Israel while talking about the 
Holocaust. It was no surprise that he 
got the same response from the General 
Assembly as he had in the past years.
He also accused the United States of 
being the sole reason behind the financial 
crisis. The U.S., according to the Iranian 
president, overspent on its military and 
printed “trillions of dollars,” which lead 
to inflation. Furthermore, Ahmadinejad 
questioned how the 
United States’ and 
NATO’s fire arms 
would be able to 
bring out the “flower 
of democracy.”
A h m a d i n e j a d 
claimed that the 
Western world has 
used the Holocaust 
as an excuse to 
pay “ransom” to 
Israel. The Iranian 
president dug into 
this topic further 
by arguing that 
the Western world 
should stop their 
so called “ransom” 
to Israel on the 
basis of what happened six decades ago. 
Giving his opinion on all that was wrong 
with Western governments right now, 
he went on to say that these “arrogant 
powers” will threaten economic sanctions 
or military actions against anyone 
who question 9-11 and the Holocaust.
Though the Iranian president 
summed up almost everything he has 
said in past meetings of the General 
Assembly during this single speech, he 
also added his view that the killing of 
Osama bin Laden was done to “hide the 
truth” about 9-11. He believes that Bin 
Laden should have been put on trail. 
Reacting to Ahmadinejad’s speech in 
the General Assembly, the delegation 
of the United States stated, “Rather 
than representing the aspirations and 
goodwill of the Iranian people, Mr. 
Ahmadinejad has yet again chosen 
to spout vile conspiracy theories and 
anti-Semitic slurs that are as abhorrent 
and delusional as they are predictable.”
While Ahmadinejad did not mention 
any points regarding the welfare of his 
people in his speech, he did give insight 
into what he believes Iran represents 
in the new world era on the evening 
before the speech. Even though the 
Western powers as well as many of 
the world nations do not agree with 
Ahmadinejad’s views, the president stated 
that Iran and its government portray 
the “new model for life to the world.”
Shubham Sapkota
Staff Writer
w Chicago, from page 3
Russian president, PM to trade seats
On Sept. 26, Russian finance min-
ister Aleksei Kudrin, an economist 
who is respected throughout the 
world, resigned from his position, 
citing the current government pow-
er shuffle as the underlying reason.
Last month, Prime Minister Vladi-
mir Putin announced his intention to 
run for president of Russia, which could 
make him the country’s longest serv-
ing leader since Joseph Stalin. He has 
already served two terms as president, 
from 2000 to 2008, and only stepped 
down because of the country’s two-term 
limit for the presidency. The limit, how-
ever, only applies to consecutive terms, 
and the fact that Putin has spent the past 
three years as prime minister renders 
him eligible once again for the position.
According to the New York Times, 
Putin was said to have been groom-
ing Kudrin to replace him as prime 
minister. However, with the official 
announcement of Putin’s candidacy 
came news of a deal between Putin and 
current president Dmitry Medvedev.
Rather than nominate Kudrin for 
prime minister, as was long anticipated, 
the BBC reports that as president Putin 
will give up his current seat to the presi-
dent, resulting in a simple exchange of 
powers. The president and prime min-
ister of Russia will simply trade seats.
As all federal government ministers in 
Russia answer to the prime minister, Ku-
drin would answer directly to Medvedev. 
Following the announcement, Kudrin is-
sued a statement saying that he refused to 
report to Medvedev due to their differing 
views on the country’s budget and what 
Kudrin views as irresponsible spending 
decisions on the part of the president.
Among these decisions was Medve-
dev’s approval of a $65 billion increase in 
military spending, although the country’s 
pension fund alone carries $13 dollars.
“I think that those differences of 
opinion... do not allow me to join this 
government,” Kudrin told the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and World Bank 
in a meeting that Sunday. He was quot-
ed in the Times as saying he had not 
yet decided whether he might accept 
a position answering directly to Putin.
This question was answered swiftly. 
The next day, Medvedev himself ad-
monished the minister, saying, accord-
ing to The Telegraph, “If you disagree 
with the course of the president, there 
is only one course of action and you 
know it: to resign.” He demanded an 
immediate retraction of the “disloy-
alty” or a resignation. Kudrin, after 
consulting with Prime Minister Putin, 
handed in the latter a few hours later.
The Telegraph also reported specula-
tion that this forced resignation was sim-
ply Medvedev attempting to “reassert his 
faltering authority” after stepping aside 
without hesitation for Putin. Suspicions 
have run rampant over the past four 
years that the president was the prime 
minister’s puppet and was simply keep-
ing the president’s chair warm for Putin.
Back in June, when it was assumed 
that Medvedev and Putin would be 
running for office against one another, 
the New York Times quoted Kudrin 
as stating, “It is necessary to create 
good rules of the game, and both Pu-
tin and Medvedev understand this.” 
It now appears that Kudrin disagrees 
with the rules that the president and 
prime minister have agreed upon.
Republican primary in full swing
With 2012 presidential election a little 
over a year away, the Republican fight 
for the 2012 presidential nomination has 
begun. The race started earlier than ever 
this year and it has been picking up steam 
with the recent debates, media coverage 
and straw polls.
The first straw poll was held on Aug. 
14 on the Iowa State University campus in 
Ames, Iowa. Minnesota congresswoman 
Michele Bachmann pulled out a victory 
with 28.5 per cent of the 16,982 votes. 
Bachmann’s win came two days after a 
GOP debate in Ames. The debate was 
one of the first major ones of the election 
season and featured Bachmann, Newt 
Gingrich, Tim Pawlenty, Herman Cain, 
Rick Santorum, Jon Huntsman and Mitt 
Romney.
In the next straw poll, held in Los An-
geles, Ron Paul was victorious with 44.9 
percent of the 833 votes. The 76-year-old 
libertarian from Texas has run twice be-
fore; however, he has never earned his 
party’s nomination.
The most surprising straw polls took 
place in Florida and Colorado, where 
Georgia native Herman Cain won 46 per-
cent of the 2,657 votes. The former Godfa-
ther Pizza owner’s victory was especially 
stunning for Rick Perry and Mitt Romney, 
who are considered the front runners for 
the nomination, and Bachmann, who fin-
ished in last place after coming out strong 
in the first polls.  
As the race has progressed, debates 
between the candidates have allowed the 
public to get a more in-depth view of each 
candidate. Each wants to show viewers 
why they should be president, particularly 
in a time where approval ratings for both 
President Obama and Congress are at all-
time lows. 
In the heat of the debates, several 
controversies have arisen. Michele Bach-
mann made comments in an interview 
on Fox News about the HPV vaccination 
drug Gardasil causing mental retardation. 
With no evidence to back up the claims, 
Bachmann was attacked and was forced to 
retract her statement, saying she was re-
peating a story that a mother told her.
Similarly, Rick Perry made an executive 
order in 2007 for all pre-teen girls in Texas 
to be vaccinated with Gardasil. He later 
said that he made a mistake and apolo-
gized to voters.
One of the most interesting things at 
the debates has not been the topics of 
conversation, but the audience’s reactions. 
The audiences have not been afraid to have 
their voices heard. At a debate in Califor-
nia last month, cheers were heard when 
Rick Perry’s 235 death penalty record was 
read by moderator Brian Williams.
At the next debate, moderator Wolf 
Blitzer posed a hypothetical question to 
Ron Paul regarding a 30-year-old with a 
life threatening illness who has no insur-
ance, asking Paul if the man would deserve 
to die. Paul’s answer was overshadowed 
by yells from the audience saying that the 
person should in fact die.
In Florida, candidate Rick Santorum 
was asked a question via YouTube by a gay 
soldier in Iraq who wondered how Santo-
rum would deal with gays in the military. 
Right before Santorum responded that 
sexuality should be kept private, several 
audience members were heard booing the 
soldier. 
In the coming weeks, the nine hope-
fuls will be weeded out and scrutinized by 
their debate performances and voters will 
be able to decide who they would like to 
be the Republican nominee for president.
Megan Stevens
GueSt Writer
UN delegates walk out on Ahmadinejad
Rachael Kabagabu
GueSt Writer
Photo courteSy of the aSSociated PreSS
Tension aT 66Th U.n. session — Un ambassador 
Mohammad Khazaee speaks to President Mahmoud 
ahmadinejad.
Flocks of families, students 
and tourists have made the trip 
to Grand Rapids to be part of 
ArtPrize since opening day on 
Sept. 17. This year there are 
at least 1,582 artists and 164 
venues participating in the event. 
The top 10 entries will share 
the $474,000 total, $250,000 
of which goes to the 1st place 
entry. The display will continue 
until Oct. 10.      
The first ArtPrize competition 
debuted in 2009, after founder 
Rick DeVos announced it as a 
social experiment. Any artist 
and a venue in Grand Rapids can 
become part of the competition 
as long they establish an 
agreement. The ArtPrize website 
allows venues and artists to 
communicate and organize 
their work. Once they become 
registered, they are on the official 
ArtPrize roster and viewers can 
vote for their pieces.
ArtPrize attendees can 
explore the city and the exhibits 
without cost. Tourists enjoy the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum, 
often the first stop to get a map, 
and then move on to see local 
bands and restaurants as they 
peruse other venues. 
According to USA Today’s 
John Wisely, “Local restaurants 
and bars are reporting sales up 
20 percent to 40 percent over 
last year’s opening days.” 
The competition just keeps 
growing and fueling Grand 
Rapids’ economy. Voting occurs 
throughout Grand Rapids at 
designated registration booths 
(sponsored by Xfinity) or in some 
cases online. Voters take time to 
consider their choices because 
they know that whatever is 
chosen will reflect on the values 
of the community itself.
Some of the pieces are 
interactive, some are traditional 
and some probably couldn’t fit 
into many categories, such as 
one of this year’s, 
which shows 
a stray buoy’s 
transmission of 
wave activity.  
One  entry that drew a 
big crowd was a LiveStatue 
experience labeled “Under 
Construction.” Living statues 
(people who are really good at 
looking like statues) interacted 
with each other in a scene 
familiar to West Michigan: a 
construction site. 
T h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
workers froze 
in a position for 
minutes until one 
of them handed 
out a voting card 
to approaching 
visitors. 
R o b e r t 
Shangle, the artist 
and creator of the 
scene, was joined 
by his apprentice 
and son Jasper 
Shangle, a student 
at Calvin College. 
The artists themselves may 
stop in to check on their pieces 
and chat with viewers to expand 
on the title and short description 
on the identification cards 
nearby. 
For example, Lindy Crandell’s 
piece “Good Morning Sunshine” 
is a painting of a sunflower. While 
the card tells us it was planted by 
a bird in her backyard, Crandell 
explained the story, telling a 
passerby that she actually had 
to take a picture of it because 
the flower was changing in the 
sunlight. The painting itself 
could be mistaken as a textured 
photograph because of its detail 
and focus.
ArtPrize announced the top 
10 pieces voted for on Sept. 29 
with mixed reviews from critics. 
Some, like Grand Rapids Press 
writers Joseph Becherer and Ed 
Riojas argue that the top 10 were 
mostly street exhibits with more 
flash than meaning, while the 
gallery pieces were 
underrepresented. 
Critics call for an 
art-focused festival, 
as opposed to an 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t-
driven one. 
However, the 
votes are supposed 
to reflect the 
c o m m u n i t y ’ s 
choice, which 
tended towards 
the endearing and 
entertaining.
      This weekend 
will be the last chance to catch 
ArtPrize in downtown Grand 
Rapids. The winner will be 
announced on Oct. 6, before 
Afterglow, an event celebrating 
ArtPrize’s success for another 
year. For more information visit 
artprize.org.
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Once every so often a movie 
rouses an audience at the rolling 
of the credits, to stand up and 
clap, tears glistening on their 
eyes, smiles seemingly stretch-
ing their faces to the point of 
breaking. 
That movie is “50/50,” a com-
edy about cancer starring Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt, the indie darling 
from “(500) Days of Summer,” 
and Seth Rogen, the now-thin 
comedian from every Judd Apa-
tow production ever. 
The movie premise is simple: 
Gordon-Levitt plays Adam, a 20-
something who works in public 
radio in Seattle with his best 
friend, Kyle, played by Rogen. 
Adam gets life changing news: 
he has a rare form of cancer that 
has formed around his spinal 
chord. The movie chronicles his 
life after this news and the way 
it affects the people around him: 
his worrying mother, his wise-
cracking best friend, his girl-
friend and his new therapist. 
“50/50” is a cancer movie, but 
it’s also an R-rated buddy com-
edy, a rousing family drama and 
a love story. The brilliant thing 
about “50/50” is that it buys into 
genre stereotypes just enough 
to completely reinvent them a 
couple scenes later. Take, for ex-
ample, Adam and his therapist, 
Katie, played by Anna Kendrick. 
She’s young, almost too young to 
be a therapist (this is explained 
by the hospital being a “teaching 
hospital”), and it is obvious from 
their first meeting that there is 
something between them. 
Instead of falling into predict-
able rom-com clichés, the movie 
does something revelatory: it lets 
its characters breathe. Their “ro-
mance” is a central part of Ad-
am’s story, of course, but it is no 
more important than his friend-
ship with Kyle or his strained 
relationship with his mother 
(Anjelica Huston). Their rela-
tionship develops slowly, over 
shared car rides and emotional 
phone calls, not over manufac-
tured plot points and jealousy 
over exes. It feels like a relation-
ship that could really happen 
in real life. That is the secret to 
“50/50’s” superb storytelling.
The movie is grounded in re-
alism, from the opening scenes 
to the closing credits. Adam’s 
friend Kyle is a prime example. 
He acts like a typical Rogen 
character: He tries to use Adam’s 
cancer to score pity points with 
girls to get him laid, and he is 
completely unprepared to deal 
with the sudden seriousness of 
their lives. 
The characters around Adam 
constantly say and do the wrong 
things. There are no rousing 
speeches about how the power 
of love will heal all hurts or mir-
acle cures to Adam’s cancer.
Mostly Adam is scared and 
angry. Gordon-Levitt does a 
masterful job of portraying 
these emotions with a heart-
breaking subtlety. His utter nor-
malcy makes his situation even 
more tragic: He is the everyman, 
the epitome of a nice guy and 
the one who has to cope with 
his own impending mortality. 
But that happens in real life; the 
good guys sometimes lose and 
life doesn’t always end up being 
fair. 
“50/50” is a movie about can-
cer, but it is also a movie about 
life: getting sick, falling in and 
out of love, dying, living. It is a 
movie that celebrates the sim-
plicity of ordinary moments as 
well as the ones that change lives 
forever. “50/50” is the rare mov-
ie that takes its audience on a 
deeply resonant emotional jour-
ney, and it is not to be missed.
Flowing classical melodies 
filled Dimnent Chapel Friday 
night as the Hope College 
Orchestra opened its season 
with an impressive performance. 
Students, family and community 
members gathered to witness 
the students showcase their 
musical talents. 
Under the direction 
of Richard Piippo, 
associate professor of 
music, the concert began 
with the beautiful 
strains of Sullivan’s 
“Overture to the 
‘Mikado.’” Next came 
Mozart’s “Symphony 
No. 40 in G Minor, K. 
550” which was followed 
by Brahms’ “Variations on a 
Theme by Haydn, Op. 56a” to 
close the night.
The unity of the instruments 
created sounds that touched the 
depths of the soul. As the strings 
sang graceful, fluid songs, the 
woodwinds blended with the 
strings to create inspiring sounds 
for all to enjoy. 
For some sleepy students 
(like the guy that was sitting in 
front of me), the sounds served 
as a lullaby. But the selections 
included a wide range of tempos 
and styles which along with the 
energy of the performers, kept 
the audience engaged.
Comprised of more than 60 
members, the orchestra lets both 
music majors and non-music 
majors alike to showcase their 
talents through the performance 
of orchestral works. 
Thomas Flath (’14), a 
clarinetist, had never played in 
an orchestra before coming to 
H o p e College and was 
eager to take 




in the viola 
section, who was 
a member of his high school 
orchestra, the orchestra is a 
great opportunity to continue 
his musical interests while 
pursuing other academic 
ventures. 
Flath and Waechter, along 
with other members of the 
orchestra, were pleased with the 
first performance of the season 
and are looking forward to a 
great year. 
This talented group of 
students put on a remarkable 
performance they should be 
very proud of. 
As the bows slid across the 
stings and fingers flew about 
creating notes, the orchestra 
gave a convincing show and 
an introduction to the great 









ArtPrize takes over Grand Rapids for third year running
ocTober 5, 2011
Rom-com ‘50/50’ celebrates life and love Orchestra rocks opening concert 
Photos by AnnElisE bElmontE
Art in motion— Above, a trio freezes for 
the crowd in various poses for “Under Construc-
tion.” right, Crandell beams beside her painting. 
Above right, Jim Garrison’s sculpture “Precious” 
reminds passerby of what they hold dear.
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Give back to Hope’s giving trees 
“Once there was a tree, and 
she loved a little boy.” The open-
ing line of Shel Silverstein’s 
“The Giving Tree” reminds us 
that trees are more than just 
part of the scenery.
This summer, on July 11, tem-
pestuous winds upwards 
of 100 mph wreaked hav-
oc on the trees of Hope’s 
campus. The Pine Grove, 
Voorhees Hall, and the 
President’s Home all suf-
fered from this storm.
In total, about 30 trees 
were uprooted or damaged. 
Trees that stood 100-feet 
tall were among the fallen.
Hope is calling on alumni 
donations to help restore 
lost campus trees. Alumni 
can make one time dona-
tions when they register for 
homecoming with the bro-















Dutch spends time with loyal fans during the 
2010 homecoming game vs. Trine.
Homecoming PHotos courtesy of HoPe Pr
tickets courtesy of Anne BAkker 
Homecoming BAll ticket courtesy of sierrA oPPer
lAyout By AleesA riBBens
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October 15
9 a.m. Homecoming Brunch Registration & Childcare Check-In (Haworth)
*9:30 a.m. Homecoming Celebration Brunch (Haworth)
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Hope College Architecture: An Exhibition of Watercolors 
(DePree)
10 a.m. Men’s Alumni Lacrosse Game (VanAndel Soccer Stadium) 
10 a.m. & 2 p.m. Midwest Volleyball Invitational (DeVos Fieldhouse) $5
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Greek Life Open Houses
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Alumni Chapel Choir Rehearsal (Dimnent)
*12 p.m. 8th Annual Homecoming Tailgate (Smallenburg Park) 
12 p.m. Women’s Alumni Soccer Game (Van Andel Soccer Stadium)
2 p.m. Men’s Alumni Soccer Game (Van Andel Soccer Stadium)
2 p.m. Hope vs. Albion Football Game (Holland Municipal Stadium) 
4 – 5 p.m. International Student and Alumni Reception (Martha Miller)
4 – 6 p.m. Nursing Alumni Reception (Science Center Atrium)
4 – 5 p.m. Phelps Scholars Reception (Scott Hall Lower Level)
4 p.m. Baker Scholars Alumni Reception (Graves Hall Winants Auditorium)
7 p.m. Hope vs. Calvin Men’s Soccer Game (Van Andel Soccer Stadium)
Class Reunion Parties
1986: Boatwerks, 7p.m, $35
1991: Butch’s, 7p.m, $20
1996: Scrapyard Lofts, 7p.m, $25
2001: Alpen Rose, 6p.m, $30
2006: New Holland Brewing Company, 8p.m, $15
8p.m. Hope Theatre Presents “Marion Bridge” (DeWitt Studio Theatre) $10
October 16
10 a.m. Homecoming Worship Service (Dimnent)
11:15 a.m. Dimnent Heritage Society Luncheon (Haworth)
1 p.m. – 5  p.m. Hope College Architecture: An Exhibition of Watercolors 
(DePree)
October 14
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting (Graves Hall President’s Room)
3 p.m. Gentile Lectureship: Dr. Joaquin Ruiz (TBD)
3 p.m. Hope College Architecture: An Exhibition of Watercolors (DePree)
3 p.m. – 7 p.m. Midwest Volleyball Invitational (DeVos Fieldhouse) $5 
6 p.m. Young Alumni Networking Downtown (New Holland Brewery)
6:45 p.m. Homecoming 5K Run/Walk (DeVos Fieldhouse)
7:30 p.m. Faculty Piano Recital Featuring Adam Clark (Dimnent)
8 p.m. Hope Theatre Presents “Marion Bridge” (DeWitt Studio Theatre) $10











































Trendy fashions are gen-
erally an easy target for ridi-
cule. 
UGG boots, North Face 
jackets, oversized sorority hood-
ies with leggings and “intense” 
looking Tapout shirts are all looks 
that I’ve heard mocked on multiple 
occasions on Hope’s campus for be-
ing ugly or overpriced. 
However, one fashion trend that has managed to avoid this level of mockery is 
charity clothing, most notably TOMS shoes.
If you’re not familiar with this for-profit corporation, the basic premise of their 
sales-pitch is that for every $54 pair of shoes you buy, they will deliver a pair to 
“a child in need.” The seemingly charitable nature of this brand is probably what 
has prevented mockery from being directed at consumers of their products when 
in fact, these shoes deserve a lot more ridicule than your average trendy piece of 
clothing.
Every year, TOMS organizes a “One Day Without Shoes” campaign. This day is 
meant to raise awareness for people who go without shoes, by encouraging Amer-
icans with plenty of shoes to “raise awareness” by going barefoot. Members of 
Hope’s campus participated in this event when it took place in 2010. 
Using this double-talk, you could say that Marie Antoinette was just “raising 
awareness,” when she pretended to be a peasant on her castle grounds.
In response to this marketing campaign, “A Day Without Dignity” was founded 
as a counter-campaign to inform people of the harm that TOMS is really doing by 
out-competing local markets. 
Based on research presented in The Economic Journal and another study done 
by Philadelphia University, it has been found that charity clothing imports to Af-
rica caused 50 percent of the increase in unemployment there between 1981 and 
2000. Basically, companies like TOMS cause more harm than good by assuming 
that un-requested gifts from the United States are the best way to pull others out 
of poverty.
Ultimately this should not be surprising. TOMS and other charities fashion 
products like those insipid Inspi(red) T-shirts, allowing people to buy clothes for 
themselves in order to feel like they are helping the world. This concept is the bas-
tard child of charity and consumerism. 
In addition to being economically harmful, these shoes allow people to tell ev-
eryone about their “charitable” donations. Bragging about charity is now simply 
being called “raising awareness.” 
Helping other human beings should be done because it is the right thing to do. 
It should be done in a way that protects dignity, and a person should not boast 
about it on a shirt or with a pair of shoes. 
Marie Antoinette is mocked today because of her painful misunderstanding 
about the conditions that the poor in her community lived in. Let’s not let Ameri-
cans be remembered the same way. Besides, TOMS shoes are heinously ugly.
Christopher Russ
Co Editor-in-Chief
Aside from my dream to have the ability to fly, I have 
always wished for the superpower of walking on water. 
This, no doubt, often times makes me think of Peter’s 
experience in Matthew 14.
So many times when we read Bible stories, we think 
to ourselves how we long for God to use us in some 
supernatural way. Whether that be walking on water, 
healing a man with a broken leg, or casting a demon 
out of a troubled individual, we long and pray for the 
opportunity to demonstrate through a miracle that our 
God is real.
I’m not saying that any of these desires are bad; in 
fact they are in many ways honorable. After all, in Mat-
thew 14, the entire boat confessed that Jesus was the 
Christ after witnessing him and Peter walk on water. 
Our desire for God to heal somebody’s knee or for a 
miracle to happen isn’t necessarily wrong. 
However, in the midst of us waiting for this sort of 
“supernatural” opportunity, I would like to suggest that 
Jesus is already walking on water and he is waiting for 
you to walk out to him.
(Just in case you stop reading here, I’m not telling 
you to go walk off the pier. The water is really cold this 
time of the year, and I will not be responsible for your 
hospital bill if you get hypothermia.)
Just as in the passage, Peter and his fellow disciples 
were so engrossed in the storm, the crashing waves, 
and the danger, they almost didn’t see Christ, and when 
they did they thought he was a ghost.
How often do we get caught in the storms of life?
We are constantly bogged down with waves of home-
work, tests and projects. The torrential pouring rain of 
various responsibilities in work and extracurricular is 
brutal. Not to mention flashes of “friend drama” and 
relationship issues. 
And even when Jesus does show up, we recognize 
him as a radical thought that we don’t have time for, or 
an idea too crazy to follow.
That was, until Peter took the first step of faith and 
called out to Christ, asking Jesus to help him walk on 
water.
However, as he stepped across, Peter became fearful 
and began to sink. This applies to those of us who have 
or haven’t yet taken that first step of faith.
Just as Christ controls the rain and waves, he also 
controls all elements of our storms of life. He placed 
us in the classes that we’re currently taking. He gave us 
the friends that we have, and he put storms in our life 
that we can handle if we only simply look to him. These 
are all things that he can control and that he will use to 
bring glory to him if only you will let it.
While it may not seem like walking on water, our 
role as sons and daughters of Christ is to reach out to 
those in need. Use the storm to glorify God.
Study harder and help out struggling students in 
your class. Be the good listener and the comforter for 
your friend who is hurt. Be the light that shines for 
Christ in the classroom, in the sports game, at work, in 
your family, and elsewhere.
Just as God controlled gravity, and the natural ele-
ments, he also controls every factor and idea that is in 
our lives.
I truly believe that there is a place for what we call 
supernatural miracles of healings and demonstration 
of “sign spiritual gifts.” However, instead of waiting for 
these to show up, our desire should be like Peter’s: to 
use any and every opportunity to glorify God.
Our works of comfort and the sharing of Christ’s 
love, in the Lord’s eyes, mean the same if not more than 
any supernatural work. There are millions of individu-
als in this world who have never heard of the love of 
Jesus Christ. It is our job to go to them. 
Jesus is calling out to you to come. Go ahead, walk 
on water. What storm is stopping you?




Sit up and pay attention. I’m 
about to let you in on the Internet’s 
best-kept secret! Are you ready? 
Not all musicians sound like 
Ke$ha or look like Lady Gaga; not 
all musicians are over-publicized 
with crazy fans and Disney back-
grounds. 
There are a select few that don’t 
get any recognition at all from la-
bels, when they should be the ones 
in the spotlight. 
They sit on beds, in bathrooms, or in homemade recording studios and sing their 
hearts out. They play instruments and create beats that are raw and entertaining. 
They are the YouTube underground. 
They have a steady following of fans that just don’t understand why Britney Spears 
is still making music or how William Hung got a record deal. These fans know what 
real music sounds like, music with lyrics that mean something, music with voices 
that touch souls and bring goose bumps.
Every once in a while, these musicians let their hair down and got silly. These 
parodies are often much more clever than the original song. I give mad props to 
those who can write; it shows just how talented these people are. 
Everyone talks about five minutes of fame, but with the invention of Youtube, 
those five minutes can now turn into a lifetime of recognition. Youtube artists work 
hard to produce quality videos and covers for their fans. Any one of these musicians 





wSEE FINDING GOLD, page 9
Many YouTube artists put their music online for free download or on iTunes. 
I’m not one to spend lots of money on music when YouTube is a great resource to 
listen to my favorite tunes for free. However, I do spend money on these artists 
because they deserve my patronage. 
Songs like “Read My Mind” by Alex Goot, “We Could Be” by Sabrina Malana, 
and “B-e-a-utiful” by Megan Nicole should be on everyone’s playlist. 
If pop isn’t your style, there are many options out there. All you have to do is 
look. Do you like rap? Check out George Watsky’s “S is for Lisp” or Eppic’s “Storm 
Before the Calm.”
How about acoustic? Try any cover on YouTube, you may strike out the first 
couple times but there is gold. I promise.
People like Megan Nicole, Tyler Ward, Dave Days, Christina Grimmie, Luke 
Conard, Alex Goot, Boyce Avenue, Sam Tsui, Kurt Hugo Sneider, and Tiffany Al-
lord deserve to be heard. They deserve an audience that matches that of Justin 
Beiber (who actually started as a YouTube musician) or Taylor Swift. They deserve 
attention and lots of it. 
While some are on their way to getting signed to a label (Christina Grimmie), 
most are still out there singing and play in front of a camera in their bedrooms. 
So let’s hoot and holler for those that actually make music an art, rather than 
a spectacle, for those that remind the world what great music actually sounds 
like. Let’s hear it for the underground underdogs. They deserve our attention, and 
that’s what I’m going to give them.
Check them out: you won’t regret it.
Check out the YouTube underground
w JUMP, from page 8
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Katy Perry philosophizes about autumn
Hot then cold. Yes then no. In then 
out. Up then down. I’m starting to 
think that these insightful lyrics were 
written in direct reference to autumn 
weather. The weather changes its mind 
more than a girl changes clothes—more often than I change clothes anyway.
Recently, the great dilemma of selecting weather-appropriate attire has been 
especially vexing. In the morning, brilliant sunshine indicates that jeans and a t-
shirt is an ideal choice. Wrong! The breeze outside chills any exposed limbs and 
I wish that I had a cardigan. An hour later, there still isn’t a cloud in the sky, so I 
confidently leave my raincoat behind when heading to class. But by the time class 
is over, a massive storm cloud looms above Holland: cue two-hour downpour. But 
stay tuned folks; an hour of warm sun may be on its way!
It is exhausting to keep up with fall’s unpredictable outbursts, so I’ve outlined a 
few approaches that you can use to cope with this seasonal instability.
The Boy Scout Approach
This method is for advanced users only. To succeed, you will need a large back-
pack, purse, or other baggage device. You always carry the essentials to keep you 
comfortable come hell or high water. An umbrella and a raincoat are the first items 
to pack: fall rainstorms are frequent and occur at random. Your survival pack also 
includes but is not limited to: hoodie, extra socks, water bottle, bag of trail mix, 
and Swiss army knife.
The Crystal Ball Approach
You consult the internet or perhaps a newspaper to read what the weather psy-
chics have predicted for the day’s weather patterns. Unfortunately, these predic-
tions are about as helpful as your daily horoscope. Hmmm, 33 percent chance of 
rain? Just wear your raincoat 33 percent of the times that you go outside. (This 
approach has an average success rate of about 33 percent.)
The Surprise Workout Approach
This method is favorable when you just need to get from point A to point B. 
Heading to class a few minutes late, you realize that your attire is inadequate 
against the wind and/or rain. After briefly cursing under your breath, you employ 
your only line of defense: Turbo Jet Speed. You lengthen your stride, leap over 
puddles, and zoom toward your destination. Once inside, you may be panting or 
even break a sweat, but you are happily safe from the weather’s clutches.
The Hakuna Matata Approach
Your problem-free philosophy calls you to appreciate autumn’s vast spectrum 
of moods. You wear whatever you please, and if it doesn’t align with the weather, 
no worries! You are too fascinated by the multi-chromatic falling leaves to give 
the weather much thought anyway. Whoever you are, teach me your ways.
As I consider fall’s bipolarity, I realize that soon I will always know how to 
dress for the weather. Dressing for Michigan winters is a cinch: it’s gonna be 
cold, so layer up! Katy Perry’s song for winter might start off, “It’s cold, then it’s 
cold…” and the like.
Melody Hughes
Copy Editor
I apologize for apologizing
Madalyn Muncy
Copy Editor
I have a bad habit. Well, I suppose I have 
many bad habits. We all do. But this habit 
is not conventional by any means. This 
habit just doesn’t fit in with biting your 
nails or clicking your pen or bouncing your 
leg. Nope. I have a bad habit of saying “I’m 
sorry” too much.
I realized it after a long week of good in-
tentions gone bad. Circumstances were out 
of my immediate control, yet I found myself apologizing for what could be called bad 
luck. I didn’t have to apologize for not having the ability to be in three places at once, 
but I felt the need to for some reason.
We’ve all been somehow led to believe that apologies are polite. Women espe-
cially are prone to this habit. If we get too close to someone in class or accidentally 
bump into someone on the sidewalk an “I’m sorry” escapes our lips. “I’m sorry that I 
can’t make the meeting.” “I’m sorry that I have a huge crush on Edward Cullen.” “I’m 
sorry that I’m sneezing all over the place.” It seems silly, but that phrase shows up in 
our daily lives far too often.
Feeling sorry for those things is OK. There’s nothing wrong with it, but it almost 
seems as if we are constantly apologizing for things that just don’t seem to warrant 
an apology. Is constantly saying “I’m sorry” a way of anticipating a negative reaction 
and therefore curing all feelings of negativity towards a subject? Probably. Is it a way 
for us to conveniently reassure ourselves that we’re nice polite people that no one 
could ever despise? Maybe.
There are many times when we don’t mean it. We aren’t sorry. And that’s OK. I’m 
not sorry that it takes me forever to put my dressing on in the salad bar line. I’m not 
sorry that I take over entire futon while watching a movie. I’m not sorry that I over-
slept and missed the meeting. I’m definitely not sorry for having an opinion about 
something.
Constantly overusing the word “sorry” takes away the power of the word. Apol-
ogies are powerful things. They mend relationships. They coax the grief-stricken. 
They provide a bridge of trust between people. But when they are used in vain, as 
they often are, apologies no longer carry the weight that they should.
It’s kind of like continuously saying “I love you” to both people and inanimate 
objects: it just takes away from the gravity, the seriousness of the word.
If not being sorry for things makes me unpopular, so be it. It’s better to maintain 
the power of the word instead of allowing it to deflate into a miserable, meaningless 
nothing. To me, over-apologizing is a sign of insecurity or a fear of conflict. I do not 
owe someone an apology for standing up for myself or for not being perfect one 
hundred percent of the time.
By all means, don’t stop apologizing altogether. That’s silly. Sometimes we all are 
clearly in the wrong. But before you utter that “I’m sorry” when announcing your 
opinion or taking too long to order your coffee, think carefully about whether you 
mean those words.
Madalyn Muncy proudly reads Entertainment Weekly in her free time, watches 
“Glee” religiously and always takes up way too much room in her apartment’s refrig-
erator.
And she’s not sorry at all! Really!
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This Week in sporTs
Wednesday                   Oct. 5
Men’s Soccer
vs. Kalamazoo at 7 p.m.
Thursday                       Oct. 6
Women’s Soccer
vs. Saint Mary’s at 7 p.m.
Saturday                    Oct. 8 
Women’s Soccer
vs. Kalamazoo at noon
Volleyball
  vs. Trine at 1 p.m.
Men’s Soccer
  vs. Albion at 5 p.m.
Football
 vs. Kalamazoo at 7 p.m.
in Brief
football dominates, 
improves to 3-2   
           
The Dutchmen went to Alma 
on Saturday for its first MIAA 
matchup of the season and came 
out with a commanding 38-15 
victory. The Dutchmen led 10-0 
at the half and extended the lead 
to 31-0 after three quarters.
Shawn Jackson (’14) carried 
Hope with four rushing touch-
downs. He totaled 156 yards on 
27 carries and he has scored sev-
en touchdowns in the past two 
games. Jackson’s fellow tailback 
Fluarry Jackson (’15) rushed for 
a touchdown of his own, while 
placekicker Evan Finch (’14) 
went 5-5 on PATs.
The Dutchmen will take its 
3-2 record into Saturday as they 
host Kalamazoo at 7 p.m.
miaa                                   





men’s soccer shuts 
out adrian
The Dutchmen kept Adrian 
scoreless with a 4-0 victory on 
the Bulldogs’ home field. Lead-
ing 1-0 at the half, Hope tallied 
three goals in the second to se-
cure the win. They improved to 
2-2-1 in the MIAA and an overall 
record of 5-3-3 on the season. 
dutch soccer scores miaa win against albion
Hope College’s women’s 
soccer team returned to its 
winning ways on Saturday, 
blanking Albion 5-0. It was the 
Flying Dutch’s largest margin of 
victory since last year’s final game 
of the season against Rochester, 
and the first MIAA win for the 
women in over a week. 
After two conference losses 
against Alma on Sept. 24 and 
Adrian on Sept. 28, Saturday’s 
game against Albion was 
a crucial win for the team. 
    “The past two games were 
tough for us, so we were looking 
to come back today with a big 
win,” co-captain Danielle Petzak 
(’12) said. 
“We aren’t quite halfway 
through our conference 
season yet, but every game 
counts in the long run, so 
[Saturday] was very important.” 
    Hope dominated offensively 
throughout much of the first half 
of the game. Petzak was the first 
to get the Dutch on the board, 
putting the ball into an open net 
after Erin Jipping (’15) crossed 
it to Petzak past the goalie. 
    In the 17th minute, Petzak 
scored again on an unassisted 
shot. Petzak’s goal sparked a 
flurry of offensive activity on the 
part of the Dutch. 
Less than 90 seconds later, the 
first scoring duo of Jipping and 
Petzak reversed roles. Petzak 
passed the ball to Jipping, who 
netted her first collegiate goal. 
Jipping was back with the assist 
three minutes later, giving the ball 
to Cara Johnson (’14) who scored 
her third goal of the season. 
    Albion started to take 
more offensive control after 
Johnson’s goal, but could not 
get the ball past Megan Altieri 
(’13) or Laura Kooy (’14), 
who both saw goalkeeping 
action during the first half. 
    The Flying Dutch scored 
its fifth and final goal of the 
game with 3:08 left to play in 
the first half. Lindsey Bieri 
(’15) headed the ball into the 
goal off an assist from Rachel 
Doud (’13) to put Hope up 
5-0 heading into the break. 
    “One of the aspects we’ve 
struggled with in a few of our 
games so far is starting the game 
off a bit slow, so it was really nice 
to be able to get ahead early,” 
Petzak said. “It set the tone for 
the rest of the game, and we were 
able to control the ball from then 
on. We played extremely well as 
a whole, and everyone got a lot 
of playing time which was great.” 
    All 29 players on the Flying 
Dutch roster made it into the 
game on Saturday. Together, 
they combined for 38 total 
shots, which is one shot less 
than the team has had in the 
past three games combined. 
    The women continued their 
MIAA season on Tuesday at 
Calvin and will wrap up the first 
half of the conference season on 
Thursday against St. Mary’s. 
Regardless of the 
outcome of the games, Petzak 
said the team will work on 
keeping a positive attitude. 
    “The captains on our team have 
discussed how important it is to 
remain positive and determined 
in every practice or game, no 
matter what we face,” Petzak said. 
“We also believe that keeping 
the entire team committed has 
been a huge factor in our success 
so far. Everyone has done a great 
job of supporting one another, 
and this will continue to play a 
huge role in the coming weeks. 
We’re confident that if we play 
our game we can make some 
noise in the conference.”
Trapped— Freshman Nora Kirk keeps the ball away from albion’s Lauren eckler during 
Saturday’s conference matchup. With over half the season completed, the Flying dutch main-
tain a 4-2 record in MIaa play and are 6-3 overall. 
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The Hope College men’s 
golf team took the lead for 
the MIAA crown last week 
with the help of strong 
leadership and low scores by 
co-captain Nick Campbell (’12). 
    In a game widely considered 
an individual sport, Hope’s men’s 
golf team is continually proving 
that wrong. 
The Flying Dutchmen moved 
into first place 
in the MIAA 
standings with a 
cumulative score 
of 298, the lowest 
team score of the 
season, at their 
home course 
W u s k o w h a n 
Players Club on 
Sept. 26. 
With just two 
tournaments left, 
the team is working 
hard to build on its 
current lead. 
“I talked with the 
guys about having a mentality of 
keeping the lead and expanding 
it rather than just protecting it. 
It is important to stay assertive,” 
said Campbell, who co-captains 
the team with Andy Thomson 
(’12).
Campbell’s words just touch 
the surface of what he is doing 
on and off the course for his 
teammates. His leadership 
this season has resounded 
throughout the team. 
“He mainly leads through 
example,” teammate John 
Cannon (’13) said.  “He is the 
best player on our team and 
makes it almost impossible not 
to look up to him and respect 
him with the scores he posts.”
His leadership is not only 
recognized by his peers, but also 
by Coach Bob Ebels. 
“Nick is a player any coach 
would love to have on his team. 
He is very coachable.  He takes 
time to include the younger 
team members. He gives good 
advice for team unity and 
encouragement,” Ebels said.
Campbell passed on the credit 
to his fellow teammates. 
“There are a lot of talented 
young players on this team 
and they are doing their part,” 
Campbell said. 
Campbell is posting great 
scores each time he steps on 
the course and encouraging his 
teammates to do the same with 
hopes of winning the next two 
tournaments and bringing home 
the MIAA crown.  
He is currently two strokes 
behind the lead for individual 
medalist. 
With just two tournaments 
left this fall, the team is hoping 
to expand its current lead. 
“We are going to close the 
MIAA out as a team,” Campbell 
said. “Winning the league in the 
fall will give us an advantage 
because we will be able to host 
two of the three rounds in the 
spring.”
“It would be great to win 
that and get to nationals in the 
spring, but that is second to what 
the team is doing this season,” 
Campbell said.
    Nick Campbell
